
Reading Skills 

At Uplands, we are developing children’s reading skills. Below are the Gems with 

some question stems that you can use with your child when you hear them read. 

The Gems are displayed in our classrooms and are referred to regularly. We use 

them in our comprehension lessons, in our guided reading lessons (Book Talk) and 

when we hear your children read. The children also complete reading activities 

in their reading journals based on the Gems. The Gems focus on particular 

reading skills.  

Gems/Domains Definition Question starters to ask 

your child 

 

 
 

2a) Give/explain the 

meaning of words in 

context 

Can you find an example of a 

word that means______? 

What other words could the 

author have chosen? 

 

2b) Retrieve and record 

information/identify key 

details from fiction and 

non-fiction  

Which…? What…? How…? 

Where…?  When…?  Who…? 

questions 

 

 

 
 

2c) Summarise main ideas 

from more than one 

paragraph 

What is the main message 

of the text? 

Can you sum up what 

happens in 2 sentences? 

 

 
 

2d) Make inferences from 

the text. Explain and 

justify inferences with 

evidence from the text 

Explain how…? 

Explain why…? 

What makes you think that? 

True/false 

 

2e) Predict what might 

happen from details stated 

and implied 

What do you think will 

happen next? 

Choose one character from 

the book and predict how 

you think they will 

behave/react? 

If there is a sequel, what 

might happen? Why? 

 

2f) Identify/explain how 

information/content is 

related and contributes to 

meaning  

What caused a change in 

events? 

What is similar/different? 

Why did the author write 

this story? 



 

 
 

2g) Identify and explain 

how meaning is enhanced 

through choice of words 

and phrases 

What impact does the 

phrase have on the reader? 

How are these words 

effective? 

How does the author create 

mood? 

 

2h) Make comparisons 

within the text 

 

 

What words would you use 

to describe the main 

character at the start and 

end of the text? 

Compare and contrast 

different characters, 

reactions, settings, themes? 

Compare your book to 

another on the same topic. 

Which do you prefer? Why? 

 

Giving opinions  Why did you choose the 

book? 

What did you like/dislike? 

Would you recommend the 

book? Why? Why not? 

Who is your favourite 

author? Why? 

 

 

Reading words What do you do if you are 

stuck on a word? 

Can the pictures help you? 

Does it look like any words 

you know? 

Do you know what the word 

means? 

 

Please hear your child read even though they may be a fluent reader. The actual 

act of reading is important but it is also important to question them on the book 

they are reading. This checks their understanding of the text and the words 

they are reading. They need to be able to answer a range of questions based on 

the gems above. When they get to Year 6, they need to answer questions on the 

above gems for their Reading Test at the end of the Key Stage. Please ask them 

questions on the gems. Use the question stems to help you. 



 

 

 

 


