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UPLANDS JUNIOR SCHOOL 
 

THE CURRICULUM (The work of the school) 

 
 

At Uplands Junior School we aim to provide the children with a curriculum which is broad, well 

balanced and above all stimulates the children to learn. We promote the spiritual, moral, 

cultural, mental and physical development of pupils and seek to prepare them for opportunities, 

responsibilities and experiences of later life. Through a positive and caring environment we 

provide the opportunity for every child to reach their full potential in all areas of the 

curriculum. 

 

We deliver the programmes of study that meet the requirements of the National Curriculum 

2014. The National Curriculum is just one element in the education of children. It provides an 

outline of the core knowledge and skills around which our staff can plan and develop lessons. 

 

The compulsory subjects under the new National Curriculum are as follows: 

 

English, Mathematics, Science, Art and Design, Computing, Design and Technology, Languages, 

Geography, History, Music and Physical education. 

 

English and Maths teaching are a fundamental part of each day here at Uplands, children are 

organised into "sets" for each of these subjects in order to better accommodate the varying 

needs of children. Teachers seek to make as many cross curricular links as possible so that skills 

taught in these subjects can be applied in a range of contexts. 

 

In addition to the core and foundation subjects, all schools (other than independent schools) are 

obliged to include religious education in the curriculum and here at Uplands we follow the 

Wolverhampton Agreed Syllabus. 

 

Schools are advised to teach personal, social and health education citizenship. Children at 

Uplands are also enabled to learn a modern foreign language. Although modern foreign language 

teaching is delivered throughout the school this is focused on French in Years 5 and 6. 

 

Schools don’t have to use these titles for subjects and can teach more than one subject 

together under the same name as long as the national curriculum is covered. Many of these 

subjects may be taught together under our Creative Curriculum. 

 

The Education Reform Act of 1988 begins by saying that the school curriculum must be broad 

and balanced and must: 

 

 Promote the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils at the 

school and of society and 

 Prepare pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life. 

 

Should more detailed information be required, this can be obtained from the class teacher or 

from the Headteacher. 



 

LANGUAGE AND LITERACY 
 

In line with the National Curriculum, this school is concerned with the development of all facets 

of language and every aspect of the children’s work is influenced by the extent to which they 

use language with imagination and accuracy. Our aim is to teach children to become fluent, 

competent, expressive readers, who understand, appreciate and enjoy their reading material and 

who can view all texts and styles of communication critically. We aim that all children will 

develop into literate, articulate adults well able to express their own thoughts in both spoken 

and written language with clarity and coherence. 

 

Handwriting 

 

Our main aim is to enable children to develop a clear, fluent and fast handwriting style 

suitable for the wide variety of applications.   Each year group will practice 

handwriting based upon the Nelson scheme, being taught the correct joins to 

eventually write in pen. 

 

Writing 

 

Children learn to write more readily when their writing is satisfying, interesting and they have 

ownership of the task. In general, the writing of ordinary class work meets these requirements 

and most of a child’s practice in writing will be obtained this way. Writing skills are developed 

throughout the curriculum and are not wholly restricted to Literacy lessons. 

 

MATHEMATICS 
 

The staff at Uplands Junior School considers that mathematics is a vital part of 

the school’s curriculum. 

 

Mathematics is part of everyday life and work and is, therefore, an essential 

life skill. 

 

It provides a means of communication which is powerful, concise and unambiguous. 

Mathematics can ‘explain’ and it can help the child to make sense of the world. 

It should be taught because of its usefulness in other fields. It is essential to the operation of 

industry and commerce. 

 

Mathematics should be studied to help develop powers of logical thinking, accuracy and spatial 

awareness. 

 

Mathematics is not only taught because of its usefulness, it should be a delight and wonder, 

offering pupils intellectual excitement and an appreciation of its essential creativity. 

 

It is our aim that in teaching mathematics we have the task of developing in children:- 

 

 A positive attitude towards mathematics and an awareness of its fascination; 



 An understanding of mathematics through a process of enquire and experiment; 

 Competence and confidence in mathematical knowledge, concepts and skills; 

 An ability to solve problems, to reason, to think logically and to work systematically and 

accurately; 

 Initiative and an ability to work both independently and in co-operation with others; 

 An ability to communicate mathematics; 

 An ability to use and apply mathematics across the curriculum and in real life. 

 

In this way the school policy in mathematics will be matched to the requirements of the 

National Curriculum. 

 
We know that one of the greatest aids to progress in maths is quick mental recall and we place 

great emphasis on the development of multiplication tables skills and mental math skills. 

Children have weekly table’s tests and regular mental skills tests. Working with your child on 

these aspects at home can be of great benefit. 

 
SCIENCE 

 

All pupils should be properly introduced to science in the primary years. 

Beginning in our infant feeder school classes, children should grow accustomed to 

the scientific process of observing, measuring, investigation, predicting, 

experimenting and explaining. Children are by nature curious and, from a very 

early age, continually ask questions about themselves and their environment. 

 
It is hoped that at the end of the primary school phase, children will have developed enquiring 

minds and will understand that there is a scientific way of approaching problems. At Uplands, it 

is hoped that this ultimate objective will be achieved through children studying regularly, at an 

appropriate level, the following areas as covered in the National Curriculum. 

 
 Life processes and living things 

 Materials and their properties 

 Physical processes 

 Scientific enquiry 
 

We place great emphasis on developing the enquiry skills in children that will 

enable them to approach tasks scientifically and to be able to plan and carry 

out investigations independently. 
 

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

Pupils will be given opportunities to develop their design and technology 

capability through a variety of assignments, focused practical tasks and 

activities involving simple products. 
 

All children will be given the opportunity to work with a wide range of materials and be 

encouraged to apply skills, knowledge and understanding gained from other subject areas. 



As far as designing skills are concerned, pupils will be taught to clarify their ideas, suggest and 

explore ways forward and finally to evaluate their designs. 
 

An integral part of the work is concerned with children’s ‘making skills’ including the selection of 

materials, measuring, assembling and applying various finishing techniques: again, evaluation is a 

vital part of the work. 
 

The children’s knowledge and understanding of design and technology will include aspects 

concerning the use of appropriate vocabulary, materials and components, products and 

applications, quality, structures and health and safety. 
 

Work on control mechanisms and electrical circuits will also be included, as well as food 

technology. 
 

HISTORY 
 

During their time at Uplands, children will:- 
 

 Learn about significant people, events and places from both the recent 

and more distant past. 

 Learn about change and continuity in our local area, in Britain and in 

other parts of the world. 

 Look at history in a variety of ways, for example from political, 

economic, technological and scientific, social, religious, cultural or 

aesthetic perspectives. 

 Use different sources of information to help them investigate the past 

both in depth and in overview, using dates and historical vocabulary to 

describe events, people and developments. 

 Learn that the past can be represented and interpreted in different 

ways. 
 

GEOGRAPHY 
 

By the time children leave Uplands then will:- 
 

1. Have examined selected features of their own locality, its physical and 

human features and how it may have changed. 

2. Have studied other countries and cultures to appreciate that difference 

values and attitudes result in different effects on people and places. 

3. Have become familiar with a globe atlas and plans at a range of scales. Use appropriate 

geographical vocabulary. 

4. Have used secondary sources of information such as books, the internet, photographs 

and videos to further their learning. 

5. Have used large scale maps and aerial photographs of the local neighborhood, 

6. Have used appropriate fieldwork techniques and instruments. 

7. Have been taught place names of continents, oceans, countries, capital cities, rivers etc. 

in the context of studying what places are like. 



8. Have been taught geographical enquiry skills of locating, describing, 

analysing, explaining, comparing, predicting and hypothesizing. 

9. Have taken part in fieldwork studying and local area near to the school. 

10. Have used ICT to help in geographical study and investigations. 

11. Have been made aware of environmental issues and approaches to managing 

environments. 
 

MUSIC 
 

Although enjoyment and practical activity are implicit in primary school music, this 

does not exclude the necessity for having definitive educational aims as far as music 

is concerned. There must be opportunities for theoretical knowledge and practical 

skill to develop. 
 

During the period your child will spend in primary school, a variety of musical experiences will be 

provided as listed below:- 
 

1. Listening and Appraising 

All children will be given opportunities to listen to and appraise a variety of music and, 

where possible, to music performed by other children and professional musicians. 

2. Singing and Performance 

The children will be introduced to a large variety of materials from differing cultures 

and styles. 

3. Instrumental 

All children will use a variety of tuned and untuned instruments. When 

staffing permits, recorder clubs will be run. 

 
At a later stage, a number of children will be offered the opportunity to 

play brass, woodwind or string instrument. A charge will be made for the tuition 

involved in learning to play these instruments. This is £35 per term at the moment. 

 
4. Notation 

Children will be encouraged to record what they hear in a style appropriate to their 

development, either by the use of graphics, or at a larger stage by more conventional 

notation. 

 
5. Composition 

Children will be encouraged to explore the qualities of sound leading to a development of 

their own music making. 

 
ART 

 

Art is crucially important to us at Uplands. We are the proud holders of ‘Artsmark Gold’ 

awarded by the Arts Council for the high quality of work achieved by children at the school. 



One of the highlights of our art provision is out annual ‘Arts Week’ which enables the children 

to work on a whole school theme, work with professional artists and showcase their work to 

parents. 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 

R.E. is a vital part of the curriculum. It has a particularly important contribution to make in the 

personal and social development of children.  As children mature it is important that they 

assume responsibility for themselves and their own actions. 

 
Pupil’s should recognize and be aware that some people’s beliefs may be different from their 

own. We should try to promote understanding and respect for all religious ideas and beliefs. 

Pupils should be encouraged to relate positively to others, take responsibility, participate fully 

in the community and develop an understanding of citizenship. 

 
Pupils need to develop their own beliefs, values and a consistent pattern of behaviour. In our 

school environment it is important that we should offer and provide time for reflection upon 

these issues. 

 
The role of the teacher is that of an educator. As such, we will be concerned to encourage and 

promote an open, critical and sympathetic approach to Religious Education. 

 
AIMS OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 
1. To contribute to pupils spiritual, moral, cultural, intellectual, social and physical 

development and in addition to prepare pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and 

experiences of adult life. 

2. To develop pupil’s knowledge, understanding and awareness of Christianity and other 

principal religions represented in the country. 

3. To develop pupils awareness of what it means to be a religious believer. 

4. To encourage enquiry, curiosity, expression, empathy and self-confidence through 

religious education such that these characteristics will permeate other curriculum areas. 

5. To develop confidence in pupils own beliefs/values and for pupils to show respect to 

those who hold beliefs different from their own. 

6. To equip pupils with the knowledge, experiences and skills to enable them to develop a 

responsive understanding of the role of religious values, beliefs and practices. 
 

We have developed a wide range of visits to local places of worship to enhance delivery in this 

area. 
 

Parents have the right to withdraw their children from religious education. If you wish to do 

this then please see the Headteacher so that this can be arranged. 



INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
 

Our main aim in this curriculum area is that children should develop a positive attitude towards 

the use of information technology. 
 

The pupils will be taught to extend the range of IT tools that they are able to use for 

communication, investigation and control. They will be encouraged to become discerning in their 

use of IT; select information, sources and media for suitability of purpose and assess the value 

of IT in their working practices. 
 

Besides having an ICT suite the school also has banks of laptops for use across school. Wireless 

access is available throughout the school. 
 

Interactive whiteboards are used in every classroom. 
 

P.E. 
 

Physical Education (PE) aims to develop control and co-ordination of the body.  As a school, we 

aim to provide challenging work in achievable steps and to give every child a feeling of success. 

In developing a child’s self-esteem, we take every opportunity to acknowledge their contribution 

as being valuable. 
 

We are a partner school of Smestow Sports College and value the specialist input that the 

partnership provides. 
 

At Key Stage 2 PE has six main components: 
 

1. Athletics 

At KS2 level, the children consolidate their skills of running, jumping and throwing. As 

their level of skill increases, the children are continually given opportunities to improve 

their performance. 

2. Dance 

 

 

 

 
 

3. Games 

We use a variety of stimuli including music and poetry. The children are 

encouraged to develop imagination, co-ordination and poise as well to 

improvise and to create their own dances. A dance instructor works with 

children in upper school. 

The children are encouraged to develop a range of skills as an individual, with partners 

and as members of a team. More specific skills relating to a wide range of team games 

are taught.  We are aiming to create equal access to all activities for all pupils. 

4. Gymnastics 

This area involves the children developing body management skills. These 

include rolling, jumping, balancing, etc. 

Safety is our primary concern when using any apparatus and the children 

are taught how to put out, use and put away apparatus safely. 



5. Outdoor Activities 

At the present time children in Year 6 are given the opportunity through a residential 

visit, to experience a range of suitable outdoor activities. 

6. Swimming 

In Year 4 children receive swimming lessons and work towards a range of personal 

awards. 

 
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 

 

The Schools Policy for Special Education Needs and Disability (SEND) reflects the SEND Code 

of Practice. This policy also reflects current DfES guidelines and legislation.  Miss Handscomb 

is the Special Educational Needs and Disability Co-ordinator (SENDCO) for Uplands. She 

offers advice and support to staff in the preparation of Special Educational Needs Support 

Plans (SENSP) and has regular non-contact time to gain an overview of needs across the school. 

In her role as SENDCO, Miss Handscomb assesses children and liaises closely with parents and 

outside agencies. She receives a high level of support from the rest of the staff. 

 
Special needs education is offered either individually or in groups and teaching staff are 

supported by our teaching assistants.  They liaise constantly with class teachers and SENDCO 

to ensure their support and time is maximized to the full. The stages for SEND at Uplands are 

Action, Action Extra and Education Health Care Plan. 

 
Uplands School works closely with external agencies. The Wolverhampton Area Team, 

Educational and Social Welfare and an Educational Psychologist regularly visit to provide help 

and advice. Each child has a Special Educational Needs Support Plan (SENSP). This is reviewed 

termly with the pupil, staff and parents. Parents are kept informed of the latest developments 

in SEND and the school’s approach to SEND issues. A link Governor meets regularly with the 

SENDCO and monitors this area of the curriculum. 

 
We work closely with Information Advice Support Service to provide support for parents whose 

children may have special educational needs. 

 
ACCESSIBILITY 

 

The Governing Body continues to review accessibility as required by legislation, such as the 

Disability Discrimination Act.  Changes and improvements to the physical and learning 

environment are identified and prioritised in the School Improvement Plan. The Governing Body 

aims to continue to improve the building and accommodation for the benefit of all our pupils and 

to ensure that Uplands remains an inclusive school. 


