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Key vocabulary 
Alfred the 

Great 

An Anglo-Saxon King who fought back 

against the Vikings and managed to control 

most of England. He championed education 

and reorganized the military to make it 

more effective. 

Angles One of the main groups who settled in 

England. They came from Denmark and 

northern Germany. 

Danegeld
 

King Ethelred’s tax that paid for protection. 

It was paid to the Danish invaders to stop 

them attacking. 

Danelaw
 

an agreement that allowed the Vikings to 
stay and live in England, alongside the Anglo-
Saxons 

invasion to try and take over a place by force 

jutes One of the smaller main groups who settled 

in England. They came from Denmark. 

longboat A type of Viking ship that pioneered many 

of the design features still used today. 

Different types could be used for fighting, 

trading or exploring. 

monastery a building or collection of buildings in which 

monks live 

Pagan A religion that believes in many Gods or 

Goddesses who may have control over 

different aspects. 

Picts ancient tribes who lived in northern 

Scotland 

raid a sudden armed attack against a place 

Runes These were used to form the alphabets of 

Germanic people. 

Saxons One of the main groups who settled in 

England. They came from northern Germany. 

settler/ 

settlement 

people who migrate to a new place. When 

people start a community, this is a 

settlement 

trade Buying, selling or exchanging goods or 

services between two or more groups of 

people or countries. 

Viking the name given to the highly skilled 

warriors, seafarers and farmers from 

Norway, Denmark, Sweden and Iceland. 

Historical knowledge 

*The Anglo-Saxons came from Denmark, Germany and the Netherlands. These fearsome warriors rowed across the North Sea in 

wooden boats to English and forced the tribes in Britain to flee their homes. Within a few centuries, the land they had invaded was 

known as England, after the Angles. 

* The Anglo-Saxons settled in Southern Britain and the Scots settled in Northern Britain, which came to be known as Scotland, in the 

5th century CE. The Vikings attacked Britain throughout the 8th, 9th, 10th and 11th centuries CE with many Viking settlements also 

being based in Britain. 

*The Anglo-Saxons chose to live in small villages instead, which were often set up by clearing away a part of a forest. The Anglo-

Saxons lived in family houses which were build around a central hall where the village chef lived. 

*The Anglo-Saxons believed in lots of different gods who they believed represented and were responsible for different things. The 

Vikings also worshipped many gods but over time many Vikings converted to Christianity. 

* The Viking homelands were Norway, Sweden and Denmark. There were different Viking settlements across Scotland, England, Wales 

and Ireland. 

*King Alfred of Wessex (Alfred the Great) initially fought the Vikings, but then peace was agreed and the country was divided. 

Wessex and Danelaw were created to eventually be united into a united English kingdom. 

*The Vikings were great traders. They were skilled at farming, fishing, craft work and hunting.   

* The Viking and Anglo-Saxon rule came to an end in 1066, during the Battle of Hastings. 

Historical skills 
*Describe how Britain changed over time from the Stone Age through to 1066, looking 

at different aspects (e.g. settlements, technology, communication, food, warfare) 

*Place the chronology of key events from Anglo-Saxon/Viking period on a timeline 

including AD. 

*Study Viking migration and Anglo-Saxon invasion using maps/globes. 

*Make comparisons on different aspects between Anglo-Saxons & Vikings e.g. Gods. 

*Describe and explain the causes and consequences of the Viking/Anglo-Saxon 

invasions. 

*Use a range of sources to find out what life was like in Britain at this time. 

*Explain how Britain changed with the Viking settlement. 

*Compare Anglo-Saxon and Viking leaders. 

Diagrams 
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410AD – Roman rule in 

Britain ends 

 

886AD – Vikings and Alfred 

divide England 

 

871 AD – Alfred the 

Great becomes the 

King of Wessex. 

 

1066AD – Viking and Anglo-

Saxon rule comes to an end 

 

459AD – Angles and 

Saxons invade 

 

878AD – Vikings 

settle permanently in 

England 

 


